Semiannually journal of Value & Behavioral Accounting [@) Yris+l ) YOTASTTANL L ANESA

The Effect of Machiavellianism on Moral Outrage of
Certified Public Accountants: A Comparative Study of
Public and Private Sector

Samaneh Refahi Bakhsh#*

Assistant Professor, Department of Accounting, Karaj Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Karaj, Iran, (Corresponding Author) , samaneh20ag@yahoo.com

Mehdi Mohammadi
Assistant Professor, Department of Accounting, Zanjan Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Zanjan, Iran, mehdimohammadi) 1Y) @gmail.com

Abstract

Moral outrage is one of the factors that plays an important role in people's
reaction to unethical and unfairness behavior, and as an influential variable, it
can improve auditors' judgment and decision-making. The purpose of this
research is to investigate the effect of Machiavellianism on moral outrage of
certified public accountants working in auditing organization and private audit
firms. This research is applied and descriptive-correlational. The statistical
population of the present study consists of certified public accountants
working in auditing organization and private auditing firms in Y+YY, The
statistical sample includes Y ¢ people who were selected using randomized
cluster sampling. The research variables were measured using standard
guestionnaires, and finally, multivariate regression was used to analyze the
collected data. The results of the present study show the negative and
significant effect of Machiavellian personality on moral outrage in both
groups of certified public accountants working in the public sector and
working in the private sector. Also, the results showed that as the rank and
experience of auditors working in private sector increases, their moral outrage
also increases. According to the results, Machiavellian characteristic of
auditors predicts their moral outrage, which has a negative effect on their
moral response in the face of injustices and moral violations. The results of
this research can also provide useful information to the legislators of the
profession in their plans and actions to improve moral judgments and
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decisions, consider strengthening the feelings of moral outrage and the
powerful role of Machiavellianism on it.

Keywords: Moral Outrage, Unethical Behaviors, Machiavellianism,
Auditors Working in Auditing Organization, Auditors Working in Private
Audit Firms.
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