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Abstract:

The purpose of this research is to establish a Conceptual
communication between integrated reporting and the characteristics of
an innovation and to investigate the possibility of using theories of
innovation diffusion and planned behavior to answer the question of
How to can a favorable effect on the perceptions, attitudes and
behavioral intentions of university administrators and facilitate the
integrated reporting adoption process. In this research, using a simple
Delphi method and in two stages in 2023, the opinions of 36 experts (14
researchers, 15 administrative and financial assistants of public
universities and 7 other experts) have been examined and analyzed in
the first and second rounds, respectively. The findings show that the
participating experts are agree with theoretical compatibility of
integrated reporting with the selected characteristics of innovation
(including new/novel, change, significant improvement, an indicator of
success, commercially valuable and beneficial/useful). Based on this, a
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proposed model to show the factors influencing the acceptance of
integrated reporting in Iranian universities using the combination of
Rogers' innovation diffusion theory and Ajzen's planned behavior has
been surveyed and approved by experts. Therefore, through factors
influencing the adoption of integrated reporting in universities, which
include knowledge, persuasion, decision, implementation and
confirmation, as well as the perceived characteristics of innovation
(including relative advantage, compatibility, complexity, trialability
and observability), which in the persuasion stage are effective, it is
possible to influence the perceptions and attitudes and intentions of
managers regarding the adoption of integrated reporting. In the
proposed integrated model, during the persuasion stage, people's
attitudes are formed, and this attitude along with perceived mental
norms and behavioral control leads to the emergence of purpose and
intention in people in the decision-making stage, and finally, in the
implementation stage, the individual's behavior is realized. These
findings can be useful for higher education managers and help them to
try to convince their human resources about the urgent need for a set of
new values, beliefs and behaviors while they are engaged in the
implementation of the technical components of integrated reporting.
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! British Universities Finance Directors Group (BUFDG)
2 Leadership Foundation for Higher Education (LFHE)

3 Theories of innovation and persuasion

# Innovation adoption process
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2 The International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC)
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! North-West University https://www.nwu.ac.za/content/nwu-annual-reports

2 STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY
http://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/2016/SU%20Annual%20Report%202016_
for%20web.pdf

3 South African public university (UFS)
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! New/Novel

2 Lead to Change

3 Significant Improvements
4 Lead to Success

5 Commercially Valuable
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! Oslo Travel Guide

2 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
3 International Federation of Accountants (IFAC)

# Integrated thinking
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! Diffusion of Innovations Theory
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!innovation-decision process model

2 Individual innovation theory

3 Theory of Rate adoption

4 Theory of perceived attributes

5 Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB)
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