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Abstract:

Auditing is a very sensitive and delicate job. On the one hand, the auditor
must be more careful in performing his duties and, on the other hand, discover
the signs of distortion in the financial statements; Such work pressure may
lead to the erosion of the auditor's ego by reducing the power of the mind; Ego
erosion is a well-known phenomenon in the psychological field, during which
the brain faces a decrease in energy source due to performing various mental
tasks, including decision-making and self-control to prevent the occurrence of
certain emotions and actions. Based on this, in the present research, the effect
of some auditing behavioral duties on the erosion of auditors' ego and the role
of auditing experience is investigated. In terms of cognitive method, the
research is experimental and in terms of data collection, it is a questionnaire
and it is placed in the field of behavioral and psychological research. The data
related to Y° auditors working in Y¢ auditing institutes located in Razavi
Khorasan during the year Y+ YY were collected by available sampling method
and analyzed using SPSS software and variance analysis test with repeated
values. Data related to ego erosion have been collected during designed
experiments and scenarios and the Stroop test. Designed scenarios and
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experiments show auditors' behavioral needs in a realistic and live simulation.
The results show that auditors' behavioral duties, including cognitive
processing, alertness, concentration, and inhibition of motivation, erode their
ego. Also, audit experience moderates ego erosion caused by behavioral needs
of cognitive processing, alertness and concentration, and hindering auditors'
motivations. It is expected that with the results of the research, it can be
concluded that psychological problems compared to physical problems have
a significant effect on auditors' cognitive resources, which can be a significant
warning to legislators.
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