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Abstract:

There are few studies about the role of the theory of planned behavior as an
individual's important psychological behavior despite several investigations
about earning management. This study aims to design, develop and examine
the model of earning management intentions by applying the theory of
planned behavior based on psychological characteristics to empirically
represent the effect of attitudes, subject norms, perceived behavioral controls,
and moral obligation on different methods of earning management intentions.
We use three different scenarios including real earning management, choosing
accounting methods, and manipulating accruals and the standard theory of
planned behavior questionnaires. The examination of this study is based on
YVA questionnaires answered by MBA students in Y+YY and Y+)) through
convenience sampling. To test hypotheses, we use Kruskal Wallis (H Test)
and structural equation. The results show that there is a significant difference
between individuals' attitudes, subject norms, perceived controls, and moral
obligations in different earning management methods. Besides, we find that
the individual earning management intentions model applying the theory of
planned behavior in each of the three earning management methods is
significant, and attitudes, subject norms, perceived controls, and moral
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obligations have significant effects on their intentions to engage in earning
management behavior. The results of applying the theory of planned behavior
for forecasting individuals' engagement in earning management could be used
in setting educational programs, standard setting, and empowering internal
control mechanisms in firms.

Keywords: Theory of Planned Behavior, Different Earning Management
Methods
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