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Abstract:

The advent of the digital era has created new challenges and opportunities for
forensic accountants. This underscores the necessity of adapting forensic
accounting to the continuous changes of the digital age in order to maintain
its effectiveness. Regulatory technologies (RegTech) are among the key tools
in the digital era. RegTechs are utilized in areas such as risk assessment and
management, regulatory compliance, reporting, auditing, identity
management and control, transaction monitoring, data screening, and fraud
prevention and detection. Accordingly, the present study aims to identify and
evaluate the factors influencing the adoption of RegTech in forensic
accounting. This research is applied in nature, and the experts involved
included 20 professionals: certified judicial accountants in the fields of
accounting and taxation, legal advisors of companies listed on the Tehran
Stock Exchange, senior managers and experts from the Central Bank, the
National Informatics Company, and university professors. Given the expert-
oriented nature of the study, purposive sampling was employed. Twenty-two
factors affecting RegTech implementation in forensic accounting were
extracted through qualitative content analysis of the literature. To screen these
factors in the first phase, an expert evaluation questionnaire was distributed
among the participants, and the Fuzzy Delphi Method was applied.
Subsequently, the screened factors were ranked using a prioritization
questionnaire and the Markov Decision-Making Method. In the first phase, 13
factors with a threshold value greater than 0.7 were selected as the main
influencing factors. In the next phase, ranking these main factors using the
Markov method revealed that the key factors include: the enforcement power
of regulatory institutions, the high cost of non-compliance for supervised
entities, time constraints in submitting forensic accountants’ reports to
relevant authorities, the maturity of digital technologies across various
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Industries_especially the financial sector, legal support for adopting
regulatory technologies, and the increasing complexity of regulations and
legal requirements. The findings of this study can contribute to the
development of forensic accounting in the digital era.
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