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Abstract:

The role of corporate sustainability accounting in Iran and the influence of
board members as the primary decision-makers is of great significance.
Accordingly, this study sought to identify a model for corporate sustainability
accounting, focusing on the psychological variables of board members and the
process by which corporate sustainability accounting becomes established.
Therefore, employing the grounded theory method and the approach of
Strauss and Corbin (1998) across two qualitative stages during the years
1403-1404, the study first identified psychological variables through
interviews with qualified psychologists; data saturation was reached after 12
interviews, at which point the research proceeded to the second stage of
interviewing and data collection. In the second phase, interviews were
conducted with company board members (meeting the study's eligibility
criteria); data collection reached the point of saturation after 13 interviews
with these board members. During the analysis phase—specifically through
the three-stage coding process (open, axial, and selective)—a model regarding
the ontological basis of corporate sustainability accounting was derived, with
an emphasis on the psychological variables of corporate board members.
Regarding the core, causal, contextual, and intervening categories, as well as
consequences, several categories were identified, such as: establishing the
necessary conditions for women's membership on corporate boards of
directors; verifying psychological suitability through mental health
assessments (conducted by competent legal and medical authorities); the
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influence of the external environment; life experiences; the exercise of power
and violence; leadership capabilities; and foresight regarding the production
of green products. In addition to examining the importance of corporate
sustainability accounting in business entities, this study offers a novel
contribution by evaluating a key issue hindering the achievement and
implementation of corporate sustainability accounting.

Keywords: Psychological variables, corporate sustainability accounting,
decision making, board members, corporate governance, the fourth dimension
of sustainable development.
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